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Welcome to our Newsletter
Chairman’s Report
Welcome to our AGM newsletter. Please attend
the meeting on Wednesday – see details on page
4. This is an important meeting as we need to reelect our committee. Dan Morris and Margaret
Smith from Warwickshire County Council (WCC)
are joining us to talk about plans for the Warwick
Town Centre scheme. I'm hoping they will also
be able to talk about the challenges they see in
delivering new schemes to LTN1/20. We have
seen one scheme delivered and two more
proposed that incorporate very few elements of
the new guidelines. See links overleaf.

As a member of Cycleways, you get great
support from:
John Atkins Cycles
Mike Vaughan Cycles
Giant Leamington
including a discount (usually 10% on non-sale
items) for members showing a current
membership card. Membership is just £10 (per
household) annually.
Find out more visit the website:

www.cycleways.org.uk

They both are great documents that outline
much of what we want to see in Warwickshire.
The big question is how much these will be
adopted into Warwickshire’s cycling networks?
The lacklustre performance of our council in
providing quality cycling infrastructure does not
inspire confidence. Perhaps the existence of an
inspector of cycle infrastructure schemes
(promised by the government) will encourage
them to do better. Needless to say, we will also
be fighting to make sure they do too.
Keep safe both on the roads and elsewhere and I
hope to see many of you at the AGM.
Tony

So, the WCC approach to LTN1/20 is to provide
the minimum last resort option. Also, there is
no priority given to the cycle over side roads.
Not a great start for the first project that
should be governed by LTN1/20 guidance.
The second scheme is Vittle Drive (back of
Sainsbury’s Saltisford) connecting the end of the
racecourse scheme to the canal bridge on Ansell
Way. The proposal was shared use on the
footway. Oddly it disappears halfway along
Ansell Way. Our response was that as they are
quiet roads a 20 mph speed limit would be more
appropriate with traffic calming to ensure
observance. This provides cyclists with right of
way over the side roads. I hear that the local
councillor has voiced similar opinions.

End of racecourse/back of Sainsbury’s, Warwick

3 Schemes where WCC fall short
WCC have consulted us on three schemes in
Warwick recently - Stratford Road/Shakespeare
Avenue, Vittle Drive/Ansell Way (Saltisford) and
A429
Coventry
Road
between
Primrose
Hill/Spinney Hill and Coten End.
The Stratford Road/Shakespeare Avenue scheme
extends the current cycleway on the Stratford
Road and then widens the footway on
Shakespeare Avenue to make it shared use. We
responded to this on the basis that guidance in
LTN1/20 says that shared use should only be used
as a ‘last resort’ (Pg 67) and then only if footfall
is low. The response we got was that there
wasn't space for a segregated route without
removing trees and the budget wouldn't stretch
to
a
segregated
on-road
scheme.
………………………………

The third scheme along the Coventry Road
comprises a two-way cycleway along the
western side of the road. Again, it is mainly
shared use, though there is a section of
segregated cycle all of 250 yards long. I suppose
it is a start, but it isn't notably useful in the
middle of a scheme. There are a number of
issues - shared use -busy and narrow footway
between the station and Coten End, the section
from the canal bridge towards Spinney Hill is
behind trees and not overlooked which will
make it unsafe to some cyclists and it lacks
access to Nelson Lane. Having cycled it we are
of the view that single direction segregated
cycleway on each side would be more sensible
and possible. I will be putting in a response
shortly.
…………………………..
These three schemes are intended to fill in gaps
in existing routes which is good, but the quality
of the schemes at even the design stage is
inadequate. They will help some people cycle
who don't want to be on the road, but don't at
all satisfy the overarching principles of LTN1/20
that say a cycleway should be "Coherent;
Direct; Safe; Comfortable and Attractive".
Tony

‘Cycleways, in conjunction with Clean Air for Leamington Spa and Clean Air Warwick, have launched a
Visionary Cycle Network for Warwick District. The above map shows a schematic of the proposed
network created by Cycleway’s member and Transport Planner Mark Lever.
56% of car journeys are under 5 miles and 49% of people in Warwick District work less than 3 miles from
their home, distances that most people could easily cycle with the right infrastructure. Many who want
to cycle can't because of a lack of safe and continuous cycling routes.
“The Visionary Cycle Network aligns with government policies in “Decarbonising Transport” and “Gear
Change” and fully supports Warwick District and County Councils' Climate Emergency Declarations.”
"By organising the existing, planned and aspirational routes into a single Tube-style network I wanted
to create an identity that could help the community push for better infrastructure, greater investment
and joined-up planning. Many of the proposed routes seem to have been talked about for years.”
Mark Lever
Thank you Mark for being proactive in developing the Visionary Cycle Network. Plus, thanks to the
other members of Cycleways and Clean Air who are trying to ensure that the vision is delivered.

Update on our campaigns:

Cycleways Accounts

K2L – Cycle route from Kenilworth to
Leamington – we are still waiting! The work
on the A46 Stoneleigh junction has cut down
lots of trees and it would be nice to be able
to cycle safely to Warwick University. Money
is now allocated to completing a route from
the end the K2L route to get the route into
Leamington town centre. Thanks to “Getting
Building Fund” administered by the CWLEP
(Coventry & Warwickshire Local Enterprise
Partnership).

In readiness for our AGM Cycleways accounts are:

Emscote Road - Thank you to everyone who
has helped with the plan for a cycling super
highway.
We need to know what is
happening at the St. John’ s junction in
Warwick.
The advance stop line for cyclists travelling
into Leamington is a challenge. Plus part of
the kerb is falling into the cycle lane/road
near the new Lidl.
Portobello bridge –Changes and a new
footbridge are still being discussed.
Warwick Town Centre – A number of
changes are planned including a one-way
system. We will find out more information at
the Cycleways AGM.
Coventry Road –WCC have plans to convert
the existing pavement on the West Side of
the road to a shared route. This is not as per
‘The Gear Change’ document as cyclists
should be physically separated from
pedestrians and should not share space with
pedestrians”.
Myton Road we understand that there are
plans to upgrade to a scheme.
Junction outside Stoneleigh Park (between
B4113 and Stareton Lane), (the old National
Agricultural Centre). The road opposite the
entrance is now no entry (one-way system).
A number of cyclists use the café and are
now stuck cycling on what is a busy road to
get back to Leamington.
HS2 works
continues in this area.

October 2020 – September 2021
Balance carried forward from 2020

£2,744

Subscriptions

£723

Less Expenses

£116

Balance carried forward

£3,351

Ringfenced grant funds

£1,063

Remaining Balance

£2,288

Expenditure included Group Membership - Cycling UK,
printing costs and Paypal cardless fees. Full accounts to
be presented at AGM.

Thank you, Marie,
Marie O’Reilly has expressed a wish to step down
from the committee and has kindly offered to stay
on until we have a new nomination.
Marie has been our Campaign Co-ordinator and
Membership Secretary. In addition, Marie has been
proactive in handling our electronic contacts and
educating us on the benefits of social media. Some
of us have even joined twitter! Thank you, Marie.

Cycleways needs you -

We are looking for enthusiastic volunteers to join
the committee. If you have skills that you think
could help, please volunteer.
The role of Membership Secretary includes sending
out information on membership and responding to
members email enquiries. Help will be given to
anyone new to role.

COP26 is currently taking place, thank you to all
the Cycleways members who showed their support
recently we will report on this in our next
newsletter.

AGM Agenda








Up and coming rides:

Chairman’s Review of the Year.
Presentation of Accounts.
Election of Officers:
Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer
Election of committee members/
official officers
Recent Warwick Scheme Proposals
How we progress over the next
year – strategy plan
Any other business

Council officials Dan Morris and Margaret
Smith from Warwickshire County Council
are our invited guests. They will provide
an update on the development of cycling
infrastructure in the district.
The following have expressed an interest
in continuing in their current roles. We
welcome new nominations.
Office

Current
Nominee

Chairman

Tony
Lewenz

Vice
Chairman/
Secretary

Ewan

Treasurer

Bev
Stevens

Proposed

Vacancy

Co-ordinator
&Membership
Secreary

Marie

Plus it was great to see lots of you out cycling and an
increasing interest in cycling.


Breeze Beginners Ride around Balsall (ladies only)
Steady 6-mile cycle. Sunday 21st November 10am.
For details of how to sign up see
Let's Ride - Homepage



Or plan your own route Sustrans have online route
mapping here: http://www.sustrans.org.uk/



Links to the local Cycling Guide showing Route 41:
http://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/cycleroutes

Seconded

O’Riley

Co-ordinator

Thanks go to Myton Hospice as they held Myton’s Cycle
challenge in August both virtually and on road. A
number of Cycleway members took part.

Have your say
Hope you enjoyed reading this newsletter. We are keen
to get your feedback please use the following email
address to submit any comments or ideas for articles
to: editor@cycleways.org.uk.

Davis

Campaign

Newsletter

2021 has been again a year of postponements and
cancellations.

Sandra
Stokes

Committee Members

List of our current Committee Members:
Tony Lewenz – Chairman
Rodney King – Secretary
Bev Stevens - Treasurer
Marie O’Riley – Campaign Co-ordinator &
……………………….Membership Secretary
Sandra Stokes -Newsletter Co-ordinator.

Notification of the AGM
Notice is hereby given that the 2021 Annual General
Meeting of Cycleways will be held on Wednesday 10th
November 2021, starting at 19.30. The venue is the
upstairs meeting room at The Fat Pig, 23 Guy’s Cliffe
Road, Leamington Spa CV32 5BZ.
Nominations are welcome
We have a vacancy for a Membership Secretary,
Help and support will be given to anyone who is new to
the role.
Please note that nominations for Officers and
Committee must be forwarded to Tony Lewenz at
Cycleways.editor@googlemail.com not later than 9th
November 2021.

